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CONSIDERATIONS: 


| Relating to our 


CHOICE, 
eee 
QUALIFICATIONS of our 
Members of Parliament. 


N our Election of Knights and Bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in Parliament, it is 
our Security and Honour, our Ad- 
vantage and Duty, to chooſe ſuch . 
Repreſentatives, as are animated with a 
a Zeal for God's Glory and our molt pure 
Religion, and well affected to the United 
Intereſts of Her Majeſty and Her People. 
Certainly, ſuch Perſons whoſe Licen- 
tious and Immoral Lives are a Refuta- 
tion to their Profeſſion, are not ſo. wor- 
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CE 
thy of the great Truſt, as they, whoſe 
Probity, Virtues; and bright Examples, 
give a Luſtre to the Characters they 
bear. — y 1 

But ſince there are innumerable In- 
ſtances of reclaim d Extravagants, who 
have prov'd remarkable Ornaments to 


Church and State; where ever ſuch Caſes 


are in Proſpect, we muſt be cautious how 
we paſs an irreverſable Doom on the 
Man. The returning Prodigal receives 
a double Welcome in his Fathers Houſe, 


tho a Phariſaical Brother may ſcarce al 


Jow him the Crumbs that fall from his 
But. if a Joſe Liver has no agreeable 
Charms to recommend him, he who is 


_ booſe in his Principles, is to be thrown 


out as the worſt Monſter of the Two. 
The firft does follow the Dictaces of a 
depraved Nature, but the later is a Pro- 
moter of Wickedneſs in High Places, and 
is by himſelf abandoned to the Evil Spi- 
it, in whoſe Company we are obliged 
to leave him, becauſe he eſteems no So. 
ciety better, If we pray for his Conver- 
iron, he ſcouts not only the Power, but 
our Form of Godlineſs; and defires our 
Excuſe, when we wiſh him Salvation on 
Goſpel Terms. We 
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We cannot indeed, without juſt In- 
dignation, obſerve the modiſh Scepriciſm 
of the Age which explodes Revelation, 
and reſolves the - molt ſacred Myſteries, 
together with the Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments of — Tata — — 
craft and cunni iſed Fables: The 
Waking of x Free-Thinkers, fo in- 
duſtriouſly convey'd into all Parts, are 
no leſs Peſtilential than the Breath of a 
Bafilick. Such ſpiritual Banditti in for- 
mer Apes, as they were leſs encouraged ; 
ſo they lark'd in obſcure Corners; but 
now they are to be found in Places of 
principal Reſort : They are cheriſhed 
with a warm Sun, they grow Rampant 
and Audacious ; and there is ſcarce a great 
Family in the Nation but that has been 
attack'd by them, or afforded them ſome 


unhappy Proſelztes, Any one influenc'd 


by ſuch Councils, may be well excuſed 
appearing in our great Senate, but had 
better confine himſelf to his Cloſet, where 
the Works of the greateſt Apoſtates ſhine 
in Veſtments of Gold wrought about with 
divers Colours: For thoſe are the Ora- 
cles, which our Man of Reaſon (as he is 
pleas*d to call himſelf) does as ſtudiouſſy 
conſult, as the Stateſman does the Re 
cords 
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cords in the Tower, or the Lawyer the 
Vear- Books, Code and Inſtitutions. Ot. 
if he be diſpos?d to appear abroad; there 
are ſuitable Clubs, where (to evidence 
his Improvement under the Influence of 
his Domeſtick Teraphim) he may rant 
againſt Providence, ſpit his Venom 
againſt Heaven, and be kindly received 
by Men, who carry the like Marble in 
their Hearts, and the ſame Brals in their 

Foreheads as himſelf. _ Wo 
We cannot but expreſs our Grief and 
Surprize at the Encreaſe and Exorbitancy 
of daring Hereticks, whoboldly deny the 
Divinity and Satisfaction of the Holy 
Feſus, and the other grand Fundamentals 
of our Faith. That they have been 
careſſed, declared honeſt and good- 
natur'd Men: That they have at any 
Time been intruſted with the Inſtruction 
of our Youth, Guardianſhip of the Poor, 
and diſpoſing of Charities, and thereby 
have had Opportunity of conveying 
their Poiſon into the Minds of the Igno- 
rant. Unwary or Neceſſitous, notwith- 
ſtanding the Fathers of the Church have 
plainly declar'd, that the Arguments, and 
conſequently the Converſation of the 
Arians, were more intolerable than the 
Tempta- 


1 
Temptations of the Devil, and when we 
are admoniſhed by St. John, the great 
Apoſtle of Charity, not tobid God-ſpeed 
to thoſe that oppugn the Doctrine of 
Chriſt: Theſe Calamities have been al- 
ready too far extended, without autho- 
rizing the Men to ſpread their Infection 
within the Walls of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. n 
An Indifference as to the Choice of 
Religion, is an effectual Preparative to 
the introducing of Popery; being calcu- 
lated for that purpoſe by the Factors ot 
Rome. And therefore when we hear a 
precious Hobs. Goblin * affirm, that the 
Eſtabliſhments of the Church are preca- 
rious; that the Orders and Regiment 
derived from the Apoſtles, are not of fo 
neceſſary an Obligation, but that they 
ought to be innovated and diſpenſed with 
at the Joclination of the People: That 
1 the Communion of Saints, like the Face 
ö of a Molatto, is a Mixture of the different 
1 - Complexions: That a Turk, a Few, a 
Formoſan, or other Infidel, (he means if 
himſelf were ſuch) and conſequently an 
Atheiſt, (and to him he ſeems more near- 
ly related) has as fair Hopes as a Chri- 
ſtian: When theſe and the like 9 
0 
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off a wild Compreben{ion are proclaim'd; 
we cannot but dread the Conſequence of 
the Latitudinarian Doctrines which blow 
up our Faith by a very Flatulent Charity, 
and deſtroy Principles upon Pretence of 
enlarging the Foundation. That the 
Blaſt of this Gun. poder may not endan- 
ger our Parliament, we earneſtly pray, 
and therefore may no treacherous Faux, 
however diſguiſed, be admitted to enter 
the Doors of that Auguſt Aſſembly, left 
he ſet Fire to his Train of Miſchiefs there- 
in. 


That we ſhould in our Choice have a 


Regard to thoſe that are firm to the 
Dofirine and Diſcipline of our Church, 
is reaſonably to be ſuppos d, ſince all 


foreign Proteſtant States purſue the ſame 


Method; and twould be a wretched In- 
conſiſtency to place the avow'd Enemies 
of a'Conſtitation at the Helm of Affairs. 
'Tis amazing indeed, to conſider how 
ſome People play faſt and looſe with 
ſacred Things. They in the firſt Place 
take it for granted, That their own Saints 
may, lor Worldly Advantage, have a 
Diſpenſation to run counter to their old 
avowed Principles; and having corrupt- 
ed their own Text, they throw the Ap- 
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plication, not without Clamour and foul 
Spictle, on ſuch of che Churchmen as 
ate no Friends to their O:cafional Com- 

liances. But what a ſtrange Confuſion 
is it, to vilify us for being of the ſame 


15 with many of the more honeſt 
Di 


enters? If Men conform meerly in 
Proſpect of Honour or Profit, and enter 
into ſuch Terms of Communion to qua- 
lify chem for an Office, which at other 
Times they brand as a Syſtem introdu- 
Rory of Popery ; ought we to be ac- 
cuſed for Deakin lain Matter of 
Fact, and ſaying a Serpent is not a 
Dove ? The Quakers, and many Con- 
ſcientious People who abhor this Preva- 
rication, act upon more juſtifiable Prin- 
ciples. The late Diſtinction of their 


not holding conſtant Communion upon 


the Account of the Impoſitions, and of 
their Conforming Occaſionally to pre- 
ſerve their Cbriſtian Liberty, is a Chi- 
mærical Jargon, and breaks through all 
Conſiderations of Unity and Peace, of 
Order and Obedience, of Sincerity and 
Perſeverance; having no Parallel ſo exact 
as that amongſt the old Gnefticks ; who 
to fave or to encreaſe their Bacon, could 
conform and bs into all pe, 
$ 
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As they who diſſent from our Com: 
munion for Matters of the moſt trivial 
Moinent, are guilty of the greateſt 
Schiſm ; ſo there is a Succeſſion given 


to the growing Evil, by the many lately 


ereted Seminuries in ſeveral Parts of 
the Nation: This Conduct does evidence, 
that there is little or no Deſign of heal. 
ing the Breach ; and *tis a melancholy 
Reflection, that ſome of our pretended 
Friends appear fo very ealy under the 
Circumſtance , as though they reckon- 
ed it no Misfortune to have the ſeamleſs 
Coat of Chriſt rent, and treated with 
viler Indignities than by the very Soldiers 
that crucily*d him. 

Againſt theſe, we cannot but enter 
our Proteſt, as well as againſt thoſe who 
ſton Us with a new. fangled Notion of 
Moderation: A very dangerous Shibo. 
leth to our Church, which we poor 
Ephraimites can neither interpret nor pro- 
nounce, according to the Broke of cer- 
tain Gileadires who have taken the Fords 
in che Noith before us. And rruly, 
whereas the Moderation hereby intended 
has no Reference to what the Apoſtle 
meant ; ( nothing being leſs in Defign 
Wien our modern Prophets than a Goſpel 
* Tenne 
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Temper.) It muſt be conſidered ac- 


cording to the Meaning it bears in the 
Language of Caledonia, where the Word 


prolper'd into a glorious Effect. Mode- 
ration, ſweet Moderation, having there 
been for a long Time the Outcry, till 
the Kirk, like Moſes's Rod, ſwallowed up 
the Moderate Men, and all other Pre. 
tenders. No Churchman, no Quaker, 
no Diſſenter, has there the Privileges : by 
Statute, which in a warmer and more 
truly moderate Climate is allowed. 
Whilſt the Men of Gilead (for to, we 
call them, tho they have little Balm in 
their Country) confine their Eccleſiaſtical 
Favours to their own Borders, we ſhall 
be under no Pain of being either ſurpriz d 
or over. charged wich their Courteſies: 


But we have Reaſon as to fear, ſo to de. 


clare, if not againſt them who are wile 
in their Generation, yet againſt the Pro, 


_ ceedings of many intriguing Modeliſts 


bere, who endeavour: to introduce the 
ſame Spiritual Inquiſition among us as is 
there prevailing. The Churchmen muſt 
be fo moderate, as to give up their Secu- 
rities to the Charity of our fawning Hy. 
pocrites, and the later by the Magick 
pl Occaſional Conformity to get into the 
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Publick Adminiſtration: By which Con- 
veyance, Tweed will ſoon mingle with 
our Thames, and one and the ſame Spi- 
rit of Moderation appear on the South 
as on the North of Berwick, May all 
Unite upon better Principles, and may 
a neceſſary ſtanding Indulgence be con- 
tinued to Tender Conſciences, but fo as 
they may with Modeſty own the Favour, 
and not ſtrive for Maſtery as the ſprighiti 
Nam z in the Seaman's Bowl, whic 
mounts Cock-a- Hoop above the Paſſve 
Water, and the other feeble Ingredi- 
ents. | 
Once again I fay, may the Members, 
we chooſe, be well diſpoſed to ſuch an 
Union with our Diſſenting Brethren, if 
it can be gain d on juft and warrantable 
Terms, and without diſcarding our Re- 
fpects to the Apoſtolical and Primitive 
Ages: But if our Sins and Iniquities ſtill 
with · hold that ineſtimable Bleſſing; let 
them, as has been before intimated, con- 
tinue an Indulgence to Conſciences tru- 
ly Scrupulous, ſo as the perverſe Paſſions, 
Pride, or unreaſonable Demands of others, 
may not make us omit a provident Care 
for our own Safety. Tis but reaſonable 
we ſhould be Judges of our own Acts of 


Parliament, 
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Parliament, and t would be both a vain 
and falſe Conſtruction to affirm, that the 
Exemption of any People from the Penal 
Laws doestake off their Charge or Guile 
of Schiſm, (I know not whether on ſome 
Conſiderations it may not rather aggra- 
vate it) much leſs doth it afford them a 
Plea or Authority to aſcend the Chair, 
or to endeavour after a Dominion over 
the National Eſtabliſhment, from whence 
they derive the Privileges and Graces 
they Enjoy. | | 

Leaſt of all ſhould the Indulgence skreen 
thoſe from the Penal.Laws, who are of 
no Communion at all : But, abuſing che 
Deſign of che ſaid Indulgence, are never 
to be found within the Walls of any Re- 


ligious Aﬀembly : And truly, were che 


Forfeitures duly levied according to the 
Direction of the Statute, all other Contri. 
butions to the Poor would in many Pa- 
riſhes be altogether unneceſſary. 

Let our Friend in an eſpecial manner 
Charitably affected to the Foreign 
Proteſtants. Some Letters from Biſnop 
Uiſinu, and the Gentlemen of Geneva, da 
Evidence the preſent Calmneſs of their 
Temper, and their Readineſs to promote 
an Union. May our Repreſentative be 
heartily 
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heartily Zealous in encouraging fo glo- 
rious a Work, tending to the Secyuri- 
ty of the Proteſtant Intereſt in Ge- 


neral, and the no leſs Confuſion of | 


our home-bred and artful Maſters of 
Miſcepreſentation, who ſtudiouſly con- 


. ceal the beſt, and thew us, in their own 


Vizor, the worſt Face of the Churches 
abroad; and impoſe on the World a no. 
torious Falſity, that the Diſcipline which 
Calvin introduc'd at Geneva, was a Mat- 
ter of his Choice, and not a Force on his 
Inclination. 10 

Their unwearied Diligence in endea- 
vouring to blacken us in the Opinion of 
our Brethren beyond Sea, is yet more 
Inhumane and Unchriſtian: And we can- 
not but complain that they have not alto- 
gether tailed of Succeſs: Of which, among 
a Thouſand other Inſtances, we have had 
a peculiar One in Holland, where their 
baſe Stories fo far prevail'd, that the 
erecting the Epiſcopal Church at Rotter- 


dam was for ſeveral Years obſtructed; 


till the Darch, upon their mature Exami- 

nation into our Articles, Canons, and 

Liturgy, did to their ſurprize find nothing 

of that Popery and Babylon in our Con- 

ſtitution as choſe Fugitives to Truth, ky 
. W 
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well as the Religion of their Country, had 


'Y charg'd it with. Theſe Men's Charity, 
like their Faith, is of a Grecian or Puzick 


Stamp, and as in this and the like Caſes 
they Ipeak contrary to what they think, 


las at other Times without thinking at all) 


ſo they deſerve not fo much the Chara- 


cter of Ent huſaſts as direct Impoſtors, act - 


ing by deliberate Malice, and employing 


their Tongues in the Service of the Father 


© of Lies. | 


The deplorable Eſtate of Religion be- 
yond Sea, ſeems of Right to challenge 
our Notice: For as we are not inſenſible 
that the Calamity has been carried fur- 
ther ſince the Peace of Ry/wick, than be- 


a fore the War; ſo I take it that, our 
EFKE˖xnights and Burgeſſes are doubly obliged 


to provide, that in the next General Grand 
Settlement ſome. Cate and Regard may 
be had of our afflicted Brethren: And 
that in the mean Time, we who talk ſo big 
of Reformation at Home, may not think 
the Service of God, and our Duty to his 
Church abroad at any Time out of Sea- 
ſon, Our Ambaſlador was extremely 


ceareſſed at Verſailles, and a Phileſopher 


of good Guſt, who attended in that Ser- 
vice, has in Print aſſured us, that there 
| Was 
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was excellent Burgundy in the Palaces: 
He was pleas d alſo in a very familiarStyle 
to remark a Wonder (to him, it ſeems, 
tho? a famous Naturaliſt) very aſtoniſhing, 
That a Dutcheſs of above Ninety Years 
had no Teeth in her Head. But we have '* 
never as yet been favour'd with any Me. 
moir from him, or the Ambaſlador's 
Chaplain, of any Attempt made towards 
the reſtoring of the old Edict of Nants, 


and the other Pa#a Conventa in Favour of 


the Reform'd Churches. Should Sion lie 


waſte, and our Nobles and Gentry have * 


cieled, painted, guilded Houſes ! Should 
the wild Boar of the Foreſt, who was born 
with Teeth in his Head, and has ever 


ſince made terrible ſhew of his Tusks and 


Briſtles, deſtroy God*s Vine, and we 
Carouſe with the Blood of the Grape 
without concern! Certainly if the Los 
of Teeth was fo ſurpriſing in a Dutchels's 
Mouth, (tho it would have been the grea- 
ter Miracle a Perſon of her Age ſhould 


have had any) how might we more juſtly 


admire and complain at the Lofs of a 
Tongue in the Mouths of ſuch as negotia- 


ted the Affairs of a Prince, who was the 


Defender of the Faith by an ancient I 
e tle, 
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: tle, and a Maintainer of the fame lite. 
le teſt by a new One of his own? 

s, l hope I may be permitted to ſpeak like 
85 one of Queen Elixabeth's Proteſtants, 
rs who took extremely to Heart King Henry 
e | the Fourth's embracing the Popiſh Per- 
ee  ſwaſion: And therefore if any Perſon may 
s in Fact or Judgment concur with thoſe 


falſe Proteſtants, who upon ſecular 
Views, may recommend to any other of 
the German Electors or Princes a Renun- 
ciation of their Faith, let us not entruſt 
them. People of ſuch Principles would | 

for any Temporal Advantage Sacrifice 
gur Creed, and our All, rather than not 
advance the Reputation of their own 
Schemes. If it made for their Intereft, 
or might gratiſy their Malice, the Pre- 
tender, or any Popilh Succeſſor, ſhould 
have as eaſy an Acceſs in England, as in 


8 Saxony, notwithſtanding the hard Words 
they at (ome Times give them. Let us 
d no longer exclaim againſt the Feſuits in 
y _ China, for placing the Heathen Confug 11ts 
a e among their Saints, nor accuſe fome 
1 precious Merchants in Fapan, who deny 
e their Saviour in orderto obtain the Privi- 
i- lege of a free Traffick ; ſince Europe 


, \ (and perhaps our own Nation) have af. 
| 4" 1 GC forded 


(1s) 
forded Inſtances of as widea Departure 
from known Truths, and of as remarka- 
ble a Coalition of different Perſwaſions. 
O what a Length has Popery run even 
in England within Twenty Years palt ! 
And indeed Thouſands are well prepared 
for it, ſince Principles are decry'd, and 
our own Church, which, by the Allow- 
ance of the Foreign Proteſtants, and of 
the Papiſts themſelves, is the grand Bul. 
wark againſt Popery ; is undermined 
and betray'd by ſo many crafty Machia- 
vilians, Blaſphemers, and temporizing 
Hyprocrites, 

Let us ele& ſuch Members as dare ap- 
pear: againſt Popery in all its Diſguiles, 
and prevent the further Encreaſe of a Re- 
ligion, which is a proper Choice to ſuch 
as love to live Eaſy and Licentious, and 
no great Torment to thoſe who are fixt 
to no Religion at all. 

Let our Eye be upon ſuch a Repreſen- 
tative, as abhors the Diſtinction of High 
and Low Church, as it is at preſent band- 
ed about to enflame and divide us. Fo 
act above or below his Duty, is like act- 
ing above the Sphere, or below the Cen- 
ter; which is Nonſence in Terms: 


But let him not be aſhamed to act as 
High 
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High as he can for God's Honour, the 
Proſperity of his Church, the Difap. 
pointment of its Enemies, and the Good 
of his own Soul: As High as he can in 
Duty to our Sovereign the Queen, and 
the Advantage of the Community ; let 
him on theſe Occaſions be a High Flyer, 
and not value the Snarling of any teſty 
Animals, who bark at their own deform- 
ed Shadows. 

May he never be aſhamed or afraid to 
render God his Due, nor be ſuch a fawn- 
ing Sycophant, as to Deity the greateſt 
Mortal on Earth. 

We readily accuſe the fulſom Flattery 
of the French, who diſtinguiſh their Mo- 
narch by Divine Titles. May not any of 
us incur the Cenſure, with which they 
ſtand charged ; nor affirm that the Mercy, 
or any other of the Attributes of our 
Prince, however amiable in Qualicy, or 
eminent in Degree, are infinite. Such 
Language is not encouraged by the Do- 
ctrine of our Church, which declares, 
That the Majeſty of Heaven does admit 
of no Rival. | | 

We pity the Extravagance of a Scrib- 
ler, who affirm'd, That King Villiam was 
a Meſſenger decipher*din the Revelations : 

& 2 This 
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This bold Stroke contributed no Advan- 
tage to his Glorious Memory. | 

We ſhould be at a Loſs to reduce in 
2 Bounds the Excurſion of another 
eclaimer, who gave a late memorable 
Action, the Preference to the Succeſs of 
Foſhua the great Captain of Irael, not- 
withſtanding he was attended by God's 
immediate Preſence and Spirit: We 
ſhould not very readily expound this 
Caſt of Fancy, had not a Reverend 
Author aſſured us, that many worthy 
Notions flow by an happy Chance, with- 
out Fore-T hought or Meditation. Tra- 
vellers, we know, have many ſuch No. 
tions, that with Reference to a Great 
City in Italy, (which perhaps our Tra- 
veller might have ſeen) may bear the 
Name of Romances [7 
The Solæciſms in Divinity and Reaſon, 
the Blaſphemies that occur in the Mouths 
and Diſcourſes of ſome of our Modern 
Caſuiſts, the delicate Problems advanc'd 
by them, no leſs Deſtructive of Faith and 
Manners, than inconſiſtent with their 
former Opinions: ( For ſome Gentle- 
men, as they grow older they grow 
wiler, as the Crafty Serjeant affirm d, 
when, by Dint of Fallacy, he had ye 4 
ried * 
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ried a Cauſe. contrary to a Parallel Caſe, 
which the Judge a few Hours before, 
with Regard to the Arguments of the 
ſame ſubtile Pleader, had given the other 
Way in his Favour.) Theſe Matters are 
of Spiritual Cognizance, and yet ought 
not to be ſo far remov'd from our Com. 
moner's Thoughts, but that he ought by 
a well-tim'd Zeal ro vindicate God's 
Honour and Juſtice, againſt all the un- 
worthy Attacks whereloever and by 
whomſoever made 

May our Repreſencative concur with all 
good Men in praiſing God, (who is the 
only Giver of Victory) for the late won- 
derful Succeiles againſt the common Ene- 
my of Chriſtendom; rhe glorious Opera- 
tions of ſo many Campaign: ; the reducing 
ſo many Fortreſſes and Towns by the 
Arms of the Allies; the Intrepidity of 
our Generals; the Bravery of our Sol- 
diers; the Harmonious Concurrence of 
the Confederacy to the Common Cauſe ; 
the uninterrupted Union of the Two 
Kingdoms, the Eaſineſs and Satisfaction 


ot the People under their Taxes ; the 


diſtinguiſhing Bounty of Heaven in avert- 
ing the Peitilential Diſtempers that rage 
in other Countries; and in exempting 

our 
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our Nation from being the Seat of War, 
and the Theatre of Violence and Deva- 
ſtation: For this happy Train of Cir. 


cumſtances, let our Commoner, with all 


true Chriſtians, exptels his Gratitude to 
the Almighty Benefactor; but at the ſame 
Timehe ought to obſerve the many Stroaks 
of the Divine Vengeance inflicted on a 
Sinful People. I fear we have too ſoon 


forgot the repeated Afflictions of our 


Merchants, eſpecially in the late Reign, 
when, by a modeſt Computation, as many 
goodly Ships were loſt or taken, as be- 
longed to all our Ports at the beginning 
of the War. The Nation expreſs an 
hearty Concern at the Dreadnaught*s be- 
ing caſt away; but the more direful 
Shipwrecks of our Royal Navy, when 
the Dutcheſs, the Coronation, the Windſor, 
the Mary, the Northumberland, the Aſſo. 
ciation, and many other Capital Ships, were 
ſwallowed up by the Mercileſs Element, 
have not made very laſting Impreſſions 
on us: The Misfortune that beſel the old 
Royal Sovereign, the Exeter, and other 
Ships in the very Harbour by Treachery 
or Negligence, is eſteemed a meer Tri- 
fle. Two Hurricanes filled our Seas with 
the floating Corps of our ſtouteſt Mari- 

ners, 
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ners, and our Shores with the Carcaſſes 
of torn Veſſels, the ſame Tempeſts and 
two unſeaſonable Rarveſts ſcattered a 
black Calamity through our Land, en- 
haunced by a Knaviſh or Improvident 
\ Exportation of our Corn ; and yet the 
* Senſe of thele vaſt and almoſt irrepara- 
ble Leſſes ſeems wholly to have expired. 
A diſmal Fire and Earthquake at Famaica 
the Inſults of our Enemies on Nevis; the 
Diſappoint ments (not hitherto retriev'd ) 
by the Villany of the Sea Captains in 
® Bembo's Expedition; the yet more Fatal 
* Miſcarriage of our Conveys and Tranſports 
deſigned for Spain, (the Effects of which 
were felt firſt at Almanxa, and ever ſinoe 
in our Trade and Foreign Intereſts:) Theſe 
were Diſpenſations of an angry Provi- 
dence, that ought not, I think, to be ſo 
ſoon baniſh'd our Kalender. The ſenſi- 
ble Expence of Blood and Treaſure in car- 
tying on a neceſſary War againſt a Pow- 
erful and moſt Perfidious Adverſary, is 
an Affair that ought to employ our 
Thoughts, as it does our Purſes, whether 
= we think or no. 
' Theſe, and various other, are God' Cha- 
© /*iſements, though not fo pernicious and 
Judicially Pena! as our own Sins: Such 
8 
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in particular are our Obſtinacy, Deaf- 
neſs to Reproofs, and Irreclamableneſs 


under the Rod; our Abuſe of Mercics, 


and Ingratitude to God and Man, un. 


grateful Repreſentations of the higheſt 


, Gratitude, ec. our Pride, Luxury, and 


Exceſs; our Faction, Malice, unfſatiable 


Thirſt after Revenge, pervetſe Paſſions, 
Animoſities, and Invidious Terms of Di. 
ſtinction; our refined Artifices of Wheedle, 
Tricking, Guile, Extortion, and Bribery : 


our Compounding between God and Mam. | 


mon; our Contempt of Things Sacred 

Sacrilege , and adapting the blackeſ! 
Villanies into the Catalogue of glorious 
Performances : Theſe and other are the 
Fadgments that ariſe from our ſelves; 


carrying with them not only their Guilt, 
but their aſſured Puniſhment, and hare 
deeply funk us into a wretched State of | 


Miſery and Confuſion, We deſire the 


Perſon we. ele&, to be fo far a Chriſtian, | 


as to acknowledge the Importance of theſe 


ſerious Truth:,, and endeavour to avert the 
impending Storms they threaten; the 


Chud at preſent, like that of Elijab, ſeem- 


ing no bigger than our Hand, but we 


know not how foon it may darken our 4 
Horizon, however clear and calm it now 
appears. 2. Our 


(2s) 

2. Let our Repreſentative have a pro- 
per Netion of our Government; and not 
run on the fatal Extreams, where ſome 
bold Adventurer: (who fail by a falſe 
Compaſs) have made Shipwreck. | 

We ſeldom loſe our Prince, but when 
eicher God calls for him, or when he 
leaves his People, or 1s not capable to 


govern them; which later Caſes are of 


the Number of the Extraordinary. 

Our Kings and Queens have an Heredi. 
tary Right to their Royal Crown and Dig- 
nity ; and whenever the Predeceſſor dies 
by a natural or civil Death, his Succeſſor 
has the ſame Hereditary Right, which is 
never alſo to be invaded but upon Caſes 
extraordinary. Her Majeſty has this He- 
reditary Right, and, for Default of Iſſue, 
the Dutcheſs Dowager of the illuſtrious 
Houſe of Hannover; Papiſts having been 
declared incapable to govern Proteſtants, 
and conſequently dead in a Civil or 
Political Senſe. And whereas King William, 
after the Demiſe of his Royal. Conſort, 
held the Scepter during his Widowhood, 
that Inſtance was one of the extraordinary 
Caſes : He held it for Life (and the 
Two Princes conſented) for the better 
Security of the _— Hereditary Succeſ- 
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ſoon in the Proteſtant Line: But the Li- 
mitation was not to the Iſſue of his Bo. 
dy; Her preſent Majeſty's Hereditary 
Title being not be fore-clauſed without 
Violence to Nature, Reaſon, and Law; 
by which T hreefold Cord, ſhe holds the 
Hearts of her Subjects, and her own 
Sovereign Claim to the Imperial Crown. 

And truly this her Claim, upon the 
Throne's becoming vacant or vacated by 
the Incapacity of the Papiſts, would have 
been made, and been. exerted by her, 
had there been no further Declaration, 
Recognition, or Settlement by Parlia- 
ment ; to which, however, we pay all 
imaginable Deference, as to the Act of 
Prince and People, and as being Declara- 
tory of that Right of the Queen, which 
would not have had one Minute's Saſpen- 
ftov, but only (as has been before inti- 
mated) for the greater Security. of the 

Succeſſion or Right of Inheritance in the 
Proteſtant Family tor After. Ages, which 
was a Caſe truly extraordinary, and of 
the laſt Importance. 

We dare not derive Her. Majeſty's 
Authority from any other Source than God 
himſelf, who is the Foundation of Power; 
and -every Legal Sentence, which in _ 
's 4 9 | a- 


19 
- Majeſty's Name is pronounc'd, is rightly 
affirm'd to be a Part of God's Providence, 
whereby He governs this World to his 
moſt Holy Purpoſes, and Ingredient to 
the Retribution of the Great Day of Fudg- 
ment in the next. 
The 4 in all Ages bath bin the 
moſt incompetent Judge, as well as the 
moſt dangerous Aſſertor of Legal Rights; 
tho”, as Satan is a grand Deceiver, fo his 
Legion does ſometimes fly in the Faces of 
thoſe who before adored it as their God, 
and conſulted it as their Sovereign Oracle. 
We have all imaginable Reaſon to dif. 
courage popular Clamours, which King 
Charles the I. of bleſſed Memory did ſeem 
to predict, would one Time or other pro- 
duce fatal Diſaſters in our Conſtitution. 
It was Biſhop S:i//ing fleei's Prayer, That 
the Inclination of the People might be ne- 
ver made uſe of with us, as in another Place, 
to aboliſh Epiſcopacy : May we all pray, 
and our Repreſentative endeavour, it may 
never be made uſe of to extripate Monarchy. 
Let our Knight or Burgher be one who 
is careſul to maintain Her Majeſty's Pre- 
rogati ve, and our juſt Liberries : Let him 
conlider, that a Commoner (and it was a 
great Commozer's Expreſſion) may be 
D 2 com- 
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compared to the Tortoiſe, which is ſafe 
and ſecure within his own Limits, and 
may defy the Outrage of the fierceſt Dri- 
ver: But if he puts his Noſe or Claw out 
of his Shell, every Laſh, Tread, or petty 
Accident, does diſtreſs and enfeeble him. 
Our Government is not Elective, nor can 
all the Power of Man make it properly 
ſuch, unleſs the Conſtitution be deſtroy'd, 
and the Poſteriots deſtroy the Head. 
We hope he will not deſire to be di- 
ſtinguiſh'd by the Character of a Man 
of Revolution Principles, eſpecially under 
the auſpicious Reign of the Beſt of Queens, 
who is the Mother of Her People, the 
Patroneſs of our Laws, and under whom 
our State is ſafe, as our Church frequently 
declar'd ſecure. He ſhould rather claim 
a Right to a Loyalty, firm, immoveable, 


unalienable, and no leſs: hereditary than 


Her Sacred Majeſty's Title. He muſt | 
not, he dares not, nor ſhall he, if he 


dare, copy from the vile Cut-chroats of | 


Forty-eight, when the Nation felt the 
Fury of Reformers, that murther'd a 
King, and ſet up the baſeſt Tyrants in his 
Stead ; that voted down the Houſe of 
Lords, and having aſſumed the Title to 
themſelves, lorded it moſt inſolently 
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over all the Realm, whilſt one of their 
ſanctified Prieſts (no Biſhop we may be 
ſure) had the Aſſurance to affirm, That the 
Office of a King was a dangerous and un- 
neceſſary Choe: to the People. 

Let not our Repreſentative. yield to 
the aboliſhing of January Faſt; eſpecial. 
ly ſince the unparallel'd "rage then 
committed, has ſo many Apologizers 
now. It our Saviour declar d, That the 
Blood, ſhed from the Time of Righteous 
Abel to that of Zechariah, ſhould be re- 
quired of the Fews of his Age; certainly 
the Guile of our Royal Martyrs Blood 
cannot be waſhed off, whilſt ſo man 
accurſed Wretches revive the Bloody Fact 
with all the Expreſſions of a ſolemn Tri. 
umph at their abominable Feaſts, and 
vindicate it in their Prints and common 
Diſcourſes. 

The Works of Milton, and other Scarlet 
Regicides, have again ſprung up among us 
like Darnel in a Field of Barley, and all 
this for the publick Inſtruction of our dull 
Youth, who otherwiſe might not be fo 
duly appriz'd of the refined Topicks of 
Rebellion and King killing Doctrines. 

Some Gentlemen, who chant Treaſon 
in a the loſteſt Meaſures, leem averſe to the 


throwing 
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throwing thoſe delicate Volumes into the 
Flames, left they ſhould thereby martyr 
the Authors, to whom K. Charles the II. 
gave a beneficial Indempnity: And as 
theſe People (though they put the Feſuir 
in a ſhorter Cloak) would be deem'd to 


take the wideſt Steps from Popery, ſo they 


declare againſt the affixing any Expurga- 
tory Fadices to thoſe ſeditious Books. And 
truly for once we are diſpos d to gratify 
them, provided they extend the like 
Privilege to our Kalender, and neither 
purge (except with their Tears) any of 
the Days therein, which they have alrea- 
dy blacken'd, nor adiminilter freſh Oc- 
caſion for putting others into a like ſable 
Drefs. On which Terms we take our 
Leave at preſent. 

Let the Perſon we elect be ſuch an 
one, as will look Abroad as well as at 
Home, and laying aſide all private Ani- 
moſities, concur to the Support of Her 
Majeſty in Her Alliances, for reducing 
to Reaſon the common Beautifeu and Di- 
ſturber of Europe. In order to which 
neceſlary Work, may his Endeavour be, 
That the Supplies, for the future, to be 
granted to carry on a juſt War, or to 
obtain an honourable Peace, may be in- 
bly ttuſted 
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truſted to the Management of Men of: 
unexceptionable Probity, and hating Co- 
wetouſneſs; ſo that Her Majeſty's Glory, 
which is moſt dear to us, together with 
the Treaſure and Reputation of the Na. 
tion, which are very valuable Things, 
may not be ſacrific d to the inſatiable; 
Avarice of /elfiſh Men, who prefer a bale. 
and private Intereſt to the publick Good, 
In what Age were there ſuch Eſtates: 
gain'd by Courtiers, as in ours? What 
Heaps of Treaſure have they amaſſed, 
as though Virgil's Harpies, which old 
King Alphonſo affirm'd, then neſted in 
: Rome, had taken their Flight to another 
Country 2 Againſt the Talons of ſuch. 
inſatiable Birds of Prey, let our X»:ght or 
Burgher be Armour. proof, and humbly: 
recommend thoſe Officers to Her Maje. 
* ffy*s Service, who, like the famous Tir. 
- ſhata, pity the Calamities of their Coun- 
try, and will not, on their own Ac- 
count, be too chargeable to them, becauſe 
of the Fear of God. This was the ho- 
nourable Nebemiabs Language, though 
it may ſeem Cant to certain ſhining 
Sparks, who have Gd at their Hearts; 
and Iron in their Conſciences. Let him 
at leaſt endeavour to have the Policy 


5 0! 


(32) 
of the Dutch tranſcribed; among whom 
the higheſt Dignitaries of State receive 
no more than a reaſonable Stipend, with 
which ſome Miniſters in a much lower 
Sphere, (I wiſh I could not ſay among 
us) would eſteem a Trifle neither worth 
their Pains nor Acceptance. It has been 
obſerv'd, That the Banks in Holland, 
Genoa and Venice, are the Shrines, to which 
ſome cloſe Managers have paid a more 
ſincere Veneration than to their Duty : 
And truly, ſince the Aboliſhing of the 
Sanctuaries, they may receive Security 


at thoſe A/ylums or Altars of Mercy, and 


avoid the Hazard of unkind Reaſſump- 
tion: | 
Jo prevent any of that Gang from | 
crawling into the Houſe of Commons, 
let it be our Care to intruſt thoſe, and 
only thoſe, with the Diſpoſal of our For- 
tunes, Whole Eſtates or viſible Effects 
may give us ſome Security of their Con- 
cern for the Good of the Publick, in 
which they have ſo conſiderable a Share 
themſelves: May ſuch however be ex- 
cluded, who are affured Friends to a 
corrupt Intereſt, It has been more than 
ſeared, that K. Charles the II. and his Bro. 
tber, had not the alone Penſioners ; = 
tnat 
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that ſome, who exclaimed moft bitterly 
againſt the Luxury of thoſe Times, have 
ſince betray'd their own Frailties, and 
not bin Proof againſt Temptations. 


Should an Intrigueing Courtzer, the French 


Ring, the Pope, the Deel, offer higheſt 
at the Auction, theſe Stare- Factors would 
ſwallow the yellow Bait; and therefore 
it ceaſes to be a Wonder, why they 
themſelves ſhould expend ſo en to 
gain their Poſt, ſince otherwiſe they 
might loſe their Trade. In the mean 
Time, as a voluminovs Plot is hereby 
carried on againſt our Religion, Govern- 
ment and Liberties, by baſe Agents, who 
ſacrifice their Confciences to the Will of 
their Maſters; ſo the plain honeſt Gen- 
tleman, who endeavours to ſtem the Tor- 
rent, is obliged Go the tio ſmall Damage 
of his Family) to bear up againſt united 
Stocks, and the dark Artifices of crafty 
Engineers, who purchaſe Votes at any 
Rate, in order to ſet their own to Sale: 
But when even this their Management 
ſeem'd not fo very promiſing, we have 
been told, That the Flood. gates of .1he 
Treaſury {hould be let open upon us: An 
Expreſſion worthy the Lips of a Jugurtha, 
a Cataline, or a Cromwell! ! Such Golden 
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Streams may be aptly compared to the 
ery Hygre, that flows from Veſuvio and 
Mount Atna into the neighbouring 
Country, where they ſpread very diſmal 
Delolations. Perhaps thoſe Words were 
ill.timed in Point of Prudence, ſo that 
the Inundatien may by an over-ruling 
Providence be prevented, and the threa- 
tend Danger expire in Smoke. 

We hope our Candidate may not him- 
ſelf be under the Perſwaſion of making 
Preſents of ſhining Pictures, or any other 
tempting Gratifications to the Electors or 
their Wives, nor of purſuing a Method 
of Traffick too much in the Mode by 
an advantagious Abatement on a Bargain 
to perſwade a Miler to barter away his 
Reaſon and Senſes, whilſt others are trick t 
our of their Integrity by the engaging 
Prevalency of a Wager artificially thrown 
into their Bolom, to the apparent Exclu- 
ſion of the juſt Ballance which God and 
Nature had before placed therein. 

We truſt, none, who eſpouſe our 
Friend's Intereſt, will. to gain a Qualiti- 
cation, commence Nigbt-Buyghers, and 
be admitted into the Liberties of a City 
or Town, at the Time that Bats and 
Scritch- Ouls exerciſe their proper Domi- 
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nion. May none of them be put upon 
the Humour of making Purchaſes to gain 
a Vote, according to the Tenour of cer- 
tain Freeholds, which, from the Prime 
Inventor, bear the Name of my Lord's 
the Lord knows whoſe Grants. 

Much leſs may they be under the Ne- 
ceſſity of a Slawiſh Dependance, or be fa 
regatdleſs of Principles, as to fear the 
Threats of any powerful Oppreſſor, who 
diſcards an honeſt Craftſman or Labourer 
of his Employ, meerly becauſe he will not 
give up his Conſcience, and All that is 
moſt dear to him and his Country, to 
the Will of a Tyrant. Theſe and innune- 
rable other ſubdolous, Clandeſtine, and 
harbarous Practices, which attack our 
Conſtitution in the moſt ſenſible Part, do 
not fo very cleanly correſpond with the 
Grave and loftly Pretences of too many 
among Us, who make the loudeſt Outcry 
of Liberty and Property, of the People's Rights 
and Freedom of Elections; and yet break 
chro? all Obligations both Sacred and Ci- 
vil, to render all thoſe Titles as Inſignificant 
as the Figures of a Caſtle drawn on a mo- 
ving Sand. | 

As to a peculiar Caſe of preſent Con- 
teſt, let our Repreſentative be of the heal · 
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ing Temper, and not take Part with the 
unjuſtifiable Heats or Paſſions of any. But 
at the ſame Time He and e ought to con- 
ſider, that Violent Diſtempers demand 


ſtrong and ungrate Phyſick; and as our 


Saviour himſelf, tho the great Exemplar 
of Meekneſs and Condeſcention, ſtibd 


the Proud and Covetous Scribes and Pha. 


riſees, a Generation of Vipers, their Proſe- 


lites the Children of Hel, and aſſign d the 


murdrous Fews to the Devil, as their pro- 
per Fatber; ſo let any Bravo's in this Age, 


beware how they deſerve the like Saluta- 
tion from bis Meſſengers. In the Accounts 
we have of the Reformation. in Germany, 
we find that MelanGbon, Bucer, Oecolom- 
padius, and other Perſons, ated their Parts 
and Duties with all ſweetneſs and compo- 
ſure of Temper ; but God, in his infinite Wil: 
dom, thought it not improper to raiſe the 
Lyon: like Spirit of Luther to roar againſt 


the intolerable Villanies of the Roman 
Court, and its Creatures, which, as Bi- 


ſhop Burnet obſe t ves, had laid themſelves 
open to Contempt and Hatred, ſo that, any 
One who would ſet bimſelf againſt them, 


could not but be kindly lookt on by the People, 


having, beſides their other Corruptions, 
[el both the greateſt pars of the. Riches 


” engroſſed 
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and Power of Chriſtendom, and indulging 
their Eaſe 5 Luther ſet furipuſly at theſe 
Men, and was fo far tranſported, that at 
his cooler Hours, he frequently regreted 
the Exceſs of his Zeal : He was however 
a worthy Inſtrument of the Reformarion, 
and the aforeſaid Biſhp does allow. the 
Simile to have been ingenious and apt 
enough, whereby Luther was compared 
to @ Poſtillion in his waxed Boots, and oiled 
Coat laſhing his Horſes thro) Thick and Thin, 
and be/pattering All about bin. (The Bi- 
ſhop was born in another Country:) But 
whom did he beſpatter to their great 
Tribulation, (other Travellers being con- 
tent with Travellers Fare, which admits of 
Dirt that can be eaſily rub d off) but ſuch 
as were very fowl before in the Eyes 
both 6f God and Man; but fuch as would 
not be corrected by ſoſter Methods; but 
+ ſuch as no other Fuller on Earth could 
cleanſe or refine: It Dr. Sacheverell has 
fallen upon any the like People, let them 
look to it who are concern'd, and may 
the Operation have its proper Effect: 
For it behoves all Parties to amend their 
Faults. We excuſe neither his, nor theirs, 
But ſince they are pieas'd by a powerful 
Tranſition! to pafs from the Doctor, to 
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the other great and beſt. Members of the 
Church Party, and to rub their Leproſie 
on them, they muſt expect ſome mild 
Anſwers from thoſe, who are traduc'd in 
the vileſt Manner, and in ſuch Language 
as Luther himſelf would have eſteemed a 
tranſcript from Billingſgate and the Bear- 


garden. Several weekly Prints abound 


with this Moderation, whilſt the gaping 
Admirers ſup up the Juice of envenom'd 
Ink as a Dyiſt to their Coffee. 

It were well if our Glorious Queen 
could eſcape their Reflections; but they 
are extremely alarm'd, that Her Majeſty 
ſhould according to Her Prerogative Royal 
diſſolve a Parliament, as tho' the laſt were 
the only Parliament that could give Her 
Majeſty proper Counſel. EE 

To make their Court to the People, 
they declare, That the Diſſolution will in- 
jallibly deſtroy all Overtures of Peace, 
and introduce the Pretender. But was the 
French King in earneſt, during the late 
Negociations of Peace, when at the ſame 
Time he was declard in our publick 
Prayers to have imagined War in his Heart? 
Beſides, If the Pretender makes an At- 
empt, will that be his firſt Eſſay of ſet- 
ting Foot in Great Britain? And is there 

| greater 
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greater Probability of his ſucceeding in 
the ſecond Effort? This cannot reaſona- 


bly be expected, if all Men will concur 


with the Biſbop of Londen and his Clergy, 


and other honeſt Churchmen, in deſend- 
ing Her Majeſty's Rights againſt him. 


And indeed, One of thoſe Rights is her 


indiſputable Title to the Sovereignty of 
Peace and War. 

Another Grave Gentleman, according 
to his never- failing Politicks (which are 
very popular) has, as I hear, produced in 
many Places of his County, whe Preten. 
der' Medal. This (if he intimated no- 
thing to the contrary) muſt be eſteemed 
an Orthodox diſclaiming of his Title, at 
lealt not to have been done in his Favour. 
Dr. Sacheverell produced and cited cer- 
tain Paſſages out of the Books of Deiſts, 
Hereticks and Republicans, in order to ex- 
pole their damnable Tenets, and that 
was eſteemed a Publication. Certainly 
had he produc'd the Medal, he mult 
have proclaim'd the Pretender's Title, yea 
even tho he had lately brought over a 
Facobite of Character into the Intereſt 


of the Government, and had himſelf 


bin inſulted by an eminent Non. Furor. 
A State Compoſs, like that of the Seaman's, 
5 is 
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is a pretty Engine in Oxon and Sarum; 
— very near North and South on 

t 
But, Oh the Bank is-ſunk Bad News 
indeed, eſpecially if it be done by Her 
Majeſty Subjedt, or Allies, who had it 
in their Power to have riſen or continu'd 
its Credit. This is an Inſtance of their 
| Loyalty and Affection tO Our Country, and 
Zeal againſt France. 

| need not in this Place examine into 
the Contrivances of fome, who make 
their Markets by ſuch Changes, of the 
former Riſes and Falls of the Bank; the 
noted Oppoſition of the Goldſmiths to its 
Eſtabliſhment, the various Intrigues of 
Stock-Fobbers,and otherPaper-Merchants, 
which are notorious enough without 
further Explanation. Too many who 
are concerned in the preſent Leſs, may, 
# they pleaſe, reflect, that thie firſt Riſe of 
the Misfortune was in a great Meaſure 
owing to the Proud Wrach and Murmurs 
of them and their Friends, which have 
flld all Places with Conſuſion. The 
affrightning People with Bugbears and 
unreaſonable Jealoufies, Spargendo Voces 
in Vulgo Ambigzas, according to Ulyſes's 
We the abandoniog ou Nation 
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to Ruine in as bold Terms as the Mad 
Prophets, the producing and decipfiering 
the Pretender : Medal in all Companies, 
the diſputing Her Majeſty's Prerogative, 
the calling in, by one particular Set oi 
Men, what Public Monies they could, in 
a meer Pique, becauſe forfooth a few 
Minifttrs were to be diſplaced. Theſe 
and the like Expedients could not be of 
Service to raiſe our Credit. The Em- 
baſly from the High and Mighty States of 
the Bank to the Queen, by an Envoy with 
a Gold Collar on his Neck, bearing a 
Commiſſion fraught with a full Cargo of 
Dangers was very familiar, as are alſo the 
Diſcourſes of certain Eutopians who di- 
ctate as Magiſterially, as if they would 
claim the Government to themſelves, and 
allow Her Majeſty the meer ſubordinate 
Title of an Adminiſtration. © 

But truly I know no Impoſſibility why 
Men, fired with Diſcontent and Malice, 
may not Talk too much, and yet too little 
for their own Advantage: For they may 
Talk themſelves out of their Money, and 
thereby perhaps, by a juſt Judgment, feel 
the Strokes of their own peculiar Practice 
of Talking I mean) on themſelves, which 
has frequendly fallen * by their Means 
* O 
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on others, who deſerved fairer Treat. 


ment. $ 7 I 
For how many honeſt Britains have 
they talked out of their Offices? How 


liberal in particular were they of their 


Speeches on Admiral Rook till he remov'd, 
and then, and not till then, the Faction 
was both Silent and Eaſy: And yet that 
Gentleman had no Alliance to Popyſ 
Families to render his Correſpondence 
ſuſpected; nor was he a Prophane Li. 
bertine to corrupt the Morals and Prin- 
ciples of the Mariners under his Care; 
nor was he ſuch a Captive of Bacchus, as 
to ſuffer his Fleet to be endanger'd on 

the Rocks. 1500 . 
But ſince our Paper. Credit may be ſo 
Precarious, and ſubject to the Artitice of 
Craity Jugglers, what Caution ought our 
Repreſentative to take, that our own'Spe- 
cie may. be managed to the beit Advan- 
tage, and made to circulate among our 
ſelves? That our Seamen and others in 
Our Service may, as far as conveniently 
it may be done, be paid at Home: That 
gur Army. may, according to the expreſs 
Letter of our Act, be ſupply d with Tents, 
Cloathing, Arms and Warlike Proviſion 
ol our own, and not from, Foreignets. 
| © Theſe 
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Theſe and other ſuch Proviſions would 


not be out of Seaſon, in the Time of ſo 
exhauſting a War, but encourage our 


Trade, advance our Reputation, and 


ſave very much of our Coin from being 
conveyꝰd into Foreign Cheſts, which ſel- 
dom make Returns of What they receive. 
am poſitive, our HAS Circum- 
ſtances demand the beſt Husbandry, as 
well as the ſtricteſt Accounts of our Mo- 
ney ; and (without Perſonal Reflections) 
no One ought to be ambitious of diſpo- 
ſing it, and conſequently of being elected 
a Member of Parliament, where the 
Means and Manner both of the raiſing 
and diſpoſing it are concerted, whoſe 
Character may give any Ombrage of a 
too forward or ſiniſter Application. 
Her Gracious Majeſty, of Her Prince- 
ly Goodneſs, has bin pleas'd to conſult 
her Parliament, touching the Negotia- 
tions of Peace: Let us beware that we 
ſend not too many of thoſe into the 
Houſe of Commons, who live by the 
Mar. The Officers of our Fleet and Ar- 
my are, I confeſs, worthy all our Reſpects 
and Gratitude: May they therefore, du- 
ring the War, be preterr'd according to 
their Merit ind Station without undue 
| F 2 Die- 
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Preferences, which is but fair Juſtice, 
as well as their ſole Ambition: And 
when the War is expired, may they re- 
ceive Honourable Reſticutians in the He. 
zalds Office, and Allowances out of the 
Exchequer , be advanc'd to any Dignities 
in the State, and not excluded even a, 
Seat in Parliament itſelf, , This J preſume 
may ſatisſie thoſe who are not devoted 
to the Humour of paying with one Hand, 
and receiving wich the other. And of 
being both Debtors and Creditors to them+ 
ſelves. | 

But to wave the Concern of Money, 
{which muſt not be fuppos'd to captivate 
any generous Soul) it ſeems no extra- 
ordinary Inſtance of our Prudence, to 
recall a Victorious Gezeral (a Commoner 
I mean) from puſhing on his Advantages 
in the Field, on purpoſe to make Speeches 
in Parliament. Croſs Winds may inter. 
fere, a Breff Squadron may intercept him 
in his Return to his former Poſt; and 
then we may cry out in vain, Who 
would have thought it! 

To how many more Obligations is 
our Repreſentative obliged, which are 
not to be contain'd in the narrow Com- 
paſs of this Paper? | 5 
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He comes frequently in by popular 
Election, and the Mob pretends to extra- 
ordinary Liberties whilſt the Buſtle holds. 
May he therefore endeavour by juſtifia- 
ble Methods to obviate all tumultuous 
Pretences, which at firſt were encou- 
raged by the Republican Party, till the 
Rabble, who being their Maſters by a 
Free · Giſt, ſoon commenc'd Tyrants a- 

ainſt the Will and Deſign of their firſt 
Faftallers, having taken a different Rout 
from what was chalk?d out for them. 

To this Height of Mobbiſm in and a- 
bout London, nothing has contributed 
more than the vaſt Buildings in the 
Suburbs, where innumerable Perſons 
lurk on Purpoſe to fifh in traubled Wa- 
ters: Nor is it to be doubted, but that 
the pretended Succeſſor of the great 
Fiſherman, St. Peter, has his Agents and 
Nets ready laid, to ſwallow up St. Paul 
and all about him on any favourable E- 
mergence. What Reaſon therefore has 
our Member of Parliament, to endea- 
your a Stop to other Foundations, and 
to regulate thoſe already laid about our 
tamous Metropolis, the Supernumerary 
Buildings having near an Hundred Years 
paſt been compared by Mr. Cambden 


tO 


_ _——  — 


m—_ 


} 
: 
Z 
4 
Bi 
11 
19 
1 
1 
7 
1 
* 
* 
F 
* 
7 
L. 
* 
1 
3 
. 
* 
* 


whom he repreſents, and yet poſtpone 


(46) 
to the Spleen; and ſince more juli 
eſteem d; the Garbiſh of the — ! 
In all Motions, Debates, and Publick 
Acts, may our Commoner's'Eye be to the 
Cauſe in Hand, and to the Good of the 
Nation, without Reſpect of Party or 
Perſons. If one, who delights in the 
Character of a Low.Church-Man, pro- 
poles any Thing that has a fair Tenden- 
cy to Her Majeſty's Service, the Ad- 
vantage of the Government, of our Al- 
liances, or other Articles of Importance; 
may he concur' with him, though in 
other Inſtances he dares not give his Suf. 
frage : If any Thing be offered for the 
Security of our Weſt-India Iſlands or 
Plantations, let him not anſwer in Con. 
tempt, that the Engliſh are generally more 
afraid than Hurt: If for the Strengthen» 
ing our Convoys, let him not act as tho? 
he thought the War would be too ſoon 
expired. Let him endeavour to take off 
the Imputation of a ſcandalous Partiality, 
and give no further Reaſon to the Name 


or Practices of the Committee of Aﬀettions, 


which of late Years have fo highly re. 
flected on the Honour and Juſtice of the 
Houle: Let him be faithful to the People 


the 
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theAdvantage of his own privateBorough 


or County to the more general Intereſt. 
I can ſcarce allow our Friend to paſs 


without recommending to his Care, a 


Concern for our Eſtates and Properties 
by a further Regulation of Furies ; that 
as our Civil Intereſts may not be ſacri- 
ficed to the Knavery and Deſign of 
cunning Practitioners, and the Knights of 
the Poſt, who attend their Service; fo 
in criminal Caſes alſo, Felons may ne- 
ver in the Nature of Tales (and con- 
ſequently in a proper Affinity by a Cant 
of Words) be received upon the Trial of 
their Brethren, of which we have had 
more than one Inſtance, though not dil. 
covered till the Kite, who pals*'d a Ver. 
dict on the Hawk, flew. off, and the 


Cale became irretrievable. A 
\, To prevent the growing Evil of Per. 


ry, ſo rife of late Years among us, and 
which Archbiſhop Tillotſon, and other 
Reverend Men, have imputed: to the 
too frequent impoſing of Qaths, (as hath 
been ſcandalouſly apparent in thoſe at 
the Cuſton- bonſe, in the Aſſeſſment of 
Taxes, and other yet more trivial Par. 
ticulars) we cannot but recommend to 
our Repreſentative's Conſideration, _— 
| en 


1 
'F 
© 
= 
; 

- 

: 

1 
. 
1 


(48) 


Men may be excuſed the hazarding their 


Souls, and attacking God's tremendous 


Name and Attributes, where other Me- 


thods might anſwer the Intereſt of the 


| Government, and bear a better Tenden- 


cy to the main Deſign. 
To prevent Qua — Perſonal Refle- 


Rions, — Murthers, may he forward 
a Bill for the Eſtabliſhing Courts of Ho- 


nour, where Gentlemen may receive due 
Reparation for Affronts and Indignities, 
without renouncing their Chriſtianity, 


and demanding Juſtice by theit own 


Sword: On which Occafion, let him 
not eſteem it a Point of mean Compli- 
ance to imitate our Enemy, and copy 


from his Edicts, which are the moſt 
Chriſtian, as well as the moſt Famous 


Acts of his Reign. The Freneh, we know, 


are not more mercurial chan quick in 


their Reſentments 3 and yet they feldom 


or never duel, becauſe they dare not. 


Let our Friend (if he be elected) pro. 
poſe a Bill, ſor the yet more effectual 
Reſtraint of Gaming, which ruins our 


Nobility and Gentry; and of the Super- 


numerary Ale-houfes, which corrupt our 


 Yeomanry and Inferior People. Let In- 


_ be encouraged, Spendthrifts have 
Guardians 
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Guardians aflign'd them, and publick 


Work houſes eſtabliſh'd in all Counties, 


where the honeſt Poor may have a ne- 
ceſſary and juſt Support; whilſt Vagrants 
and diſſolute Men undergo a ſeverer 
Diſcipline in our Bridewells, and other 
Places to be aſſign d for that Purpole. 

If it be his Fortune. to receive from 
the People any Reflections on his former 
Conduct; it the Facts be true, let him 


repair the Scandal by his future Conver- 


lation, and take the popular Clamours 
ſo far in good Part, as they ſerve in the 
Nature of a Puniſhment, wherein Shame 
is an aſſured Attribute : But if the Re- 
ports be falſe. and ſcandalous, (as they 


too commonly are) let him juſtifie bim. 


felf. by ſuch Meaſures, as may evidence 
him to be a Chriſtian as well as a Gen. 
tleman; and be aſſured, That (after all 
other Apologies, or D of Legal 
Rights). as Innocence is the fulleſt An- 

ſwer, ſo Silence is many Times the beſt 
Reſutation of a Calumny. | 

I knou ſome ſoured Enthuſiaſts have fre- 
quently taken all for Truth which the 
Aol has ſpoken, till the Rub turn'd upon 
them; as they have admired thoſe Men for 
the molt ſanctified Fuſtitiaries , who have 
tt: G carried 
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carried Hell and Damnation on their 
Tongues. Herod and Pontius Pilate were 
held in Reverence by Annas and Caiaphas; 


and Hugh Peters, who ſpoke the Senſe 
of what others both thought and acted, 
pronounc'd Ex Cathedra, that the mur- 


therous Red. coats, who villified and inſult- 


ed the King, were our Saviours; and 
that Bradſhaw, and the other bloody Re. 
gicides, who aflign'd the Bleſſed Martyr 
to the Block, did reſemble the Court of 
Heaven pafling Sentence on the wicked 
World. 

To he acquitted by ſuch Judges, is an 
aſſured Condemnation by the whole 
College of Saints and Angels; of Patri. 


archs, Prophets and Apoſtles ; of Con- 


ſeſſors and Martyrs; who, as we are aſ⸗ 
ſured by a more infallible Teſtimony, 
will be Aſſeſſors at the Great Day of Au- 
dit, when all Veils will be taken off, and 
a Knave, an Hypocrite, and a cloſe Re- 
publican appear in his proper Colours. 
Let therefore our Knight or Burgher 
perform the Duty of a good Patriot, and 


not fear the Reproaches of wicked and 


barbarous Men, whoſe peculiar Talent is 
Lying, Slander, and Uncharitableneſs. 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt his Life and Actions give Teſti- 
mony to his Innocence, let him not va- 
lue the falſe Suggeſtions of his Adverſa- 
ries, who miſtaking him for themſelves, 
may call him Pop:ſhly Affected, a Facobite, 
a Friend to the Pretender; for ſuch they 
would have him repreſented, who does 


not carry Janus on his Shoulders, Levia- 


than in his Head, and Legion in his Bo- 


ſom. Thus the Primitive Chriſtians were 


put into Bear. Skint, to be baited in the 
Ampbitheatre; and Father Parſons declar'd, 
He could make the Devil ſpeak out of 


any Biſhop in England. 


Sept. 11. 
1710. 
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